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Conversational Functions Needed in Japanese Uniyers
Campus
Aiming for Prosodic Training by Function in Japagmes

Language Education

Megumi TAKAMURA'f

This study serves as the starting point for a sei0é analyses to show that there
are commonalities in prosodic features in speecanewhen superficially different
terms or expressions are used, provided that thayehidentical functions. The
eventual objective of this research is to developndtion-specific prosodic
indicators, and support oral training for beginrievel learners as part of Japanese
language education. As a first step, the presentpstuses a questionnaire survey
to identify the conversational functions requiredy tbeginner-level Japanese
language learners within a university setting.

The results indicate that the following are requlirel. Functions to request a
form of action in another party, 2. Functions tonwey one’s feelings, and 3.
Communication functions to facilitate interpersomalationships.

TKwansei Gakuin University, Center for Japanse Laage Education
1-155 Uegahara ichiban-cho, Nishinomiya city, Hyo§62-8501. Japan

E-mail: takamura.mg@kwansei.ac.jp
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